
1

http://paintsociety.org/ December 9, 2013

pitt.coatings.tech@verizon.net

TOPIC:	 Diatomite as a Matting or Flatting agent: Mechanisms & Properties

SPEAKER:	 Dr. Eric Fernandez, PhD, EP Minerals

PLACE:	 Freddie’s at Bayer Material Science
	 100 Bayer Road, Building #6 Pittsburgh, PA 15205

TIME:	 Board Meeting	 4:00 pm
	 Social Hour 	 5:00 pm
	 Presentation / Speaker	 6:00 pm
	 Dinner / Meeting	 7:00 pm

COST:	 $30 with reservation / Retired $10 / $35 at door or online registration

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

http://paint.org/

RESERVATIONS: Contact Christina Marlier by Thursday, Dec. 5 at treasurer@paintsociety.org or 215.510.8397

SPEAKER’S BIO
Dr. Eric Fernandez is the Director of Business 
Development for Coatings and Antiblock at EP Miner-
als, the second largest producer of diatomite in the 
world. Eric received a Ph.D. from the University of 
Washington in Engineering and an MBA from the Uni-
versity of North Florida. He has a strong background in 
the defoamer market, with sales and product develop-
ment focused on metal working, paints and coatings, 
oil and mining and personal care. He most recently 
held the position of Business Development Manager – 
Industrial Applications-Defoamers for Clariant Corpo-
ration. He also held other product management and 
technical marketing positions for Wacker Chemicals 
and Hercules. Additionally, he has several patents and 
he has published in various peer review journals. 

ABSTRACT
Diatomite as a Matting or Flatting agent:
Mechanisms and Properties

Diatomite is well known as matting or flatting agent. In 
the current presentation, we will propose mechanisms 
and properties such as packing factors, roughness, 
and composite refractive index that make Diatomite 
such a successful product. We will also present cal-
culations of sedimentation rates as well as an approxi-
mate method to determine packing density and par-
ticle density from oil absorption (OA), wet bulk density, 
and silica specific gravity. We will propose a method-
ology to compare particles based on volume OA as 
compared to weight OA since paint performance is 
based on volume and not weight. We will also show 
theoretical calculations of the Critical Pigment Volume 
Concentration (CPVC) from OA at various Diatomite 
percentages that match experimental work. Finally, 
we will recommend a new approach to compare min-
erals for flatting paints based on packing factors. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
For those members who have not yet renewed their mem-
bership, you can contact Britney Grabigel to renew your 
membership at grabigel@ppg.com or at 724-274-3548. 
You should have received an e-mail from Britney with the 
membership renewal form. If you renewed online through 
the ACA website, please confirm your status with Britney.

Renew online at http://www.paintsociety.org/join/ 

NEW WEBSITE
Please visit http://paintsociety.org or paintsociety.com 
and view the new website, including the current newslet-
ter, President’s message, photos from the golf outing and 
more. Don’t forget you can RSVP and pay for the upcoming 
dinner meeting from the home page of the website!

ACA UPDATE
The ACA Society Liaison Committee Meeting was in Las 
Vegas on October 21, 2013. The meeting was part of the 
Western Coatings Societies Symposium held at the Paris 
Hotel. Eleven different Societies from across the US were 
represented at the meeting and were joined by several 
members of the ACA staff. The ACA and each of the so-
ciety liaisons discussed the current membership levels, 
changes from the past membership levels and expected 
changes based on employers in the general area. The main 
focus was attraction of members to the meetings and vari-
ous meeting times and topics. 

The Mission statement of the Liaison Committee was re-
viewed and discussed. There were no changes proposed 
and the networking/educational focus of the statement was 
the basis for the rest of the discussions. Last year was the 
first webinar program coordinated by the Liaison Commit-
tee and the challenges that arose were discussed as well 
as setting up a sub-committee to select future speakers. 
The next meeting will take place at the American Coatings 
Show in April of 2014. Further information about educa-
tional webinars will be forthcoming.

GOLF OUTING SPONSORS
The PSCT would like to issue an apology to the following 
sponsors of the 2013 golf outing who were inadvertently 
not included in the list of sponsors present in the October 
newsletter. We appreciate your support:

The Cary Company • Todd Katres • Reitech 

PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE
Dear PSCT Members:

The holiday season is here and I hope everyone takes the 
opportunity to enjoy festivities, relax, and reflect on the many 
blessings of the past year. I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year and hope to personally do so at the 
December meeting.

I would like to thank last months’ speaker – Jim Gauntner of 
Q-Lab Corporation for his presentation on exterior coatings 
on wood which was very informative. By the number of at-
tendees, Jim’s presentation was well received.

I also owe a special thank you to our PSCT Treasurer, Chris-
tina Marlier for her clear and succinct report on the society 
financials at the November meeting. 

Bayer Material Science will again be sponsoring the Decem-
ber meeting on the Bayer Corporation Campus. The meet-
ing will be at Freddie’s – Building #6 on the Bayer Campus 
in Robinson Township. If you have never been to the Bayer 
Campus, Building #6 is the building to the left of Building 
#4, which is the building with the giant “Bayer” sign. All of 
the funds raised from the December meeting will be applied 
to the Scholarship Fund for the children of eligible PSCT 
members. Please make an extra effort to attend. Our De-
cember speaker is Dr. Eric Fernandez, Director of Business 
Development for Coatings and Antiblock at EP Minerals. Dr. 
Fernandez is an expert on the uses of diatomite in coatings, 
and will be speaking on “Diatomite as a Matting or Flatting 
agent; Mechanisms and Properties”. 

The meeting registration and payment is now available on 
The Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology website, 
paintsociety.com or paintsociety.org. The meeting notice 
and president’s message will be available and updated 
each month. 

The PSCT Membership Application and Dues Renewal Form 
are available in this newsletter for convenience. Please note 
that if you have renewed and have not received a mem-
bership certificate please let us know by contacting Britney 
Grabigel - Membership Chair. Britney can be reached at 
724-274-3548 or grabigel@ppg.com.. We always welcome 
new faces, new insights, and fresh perspectives.

Finally, if you have a High School Senior or College level stu-
dent, and plan on meeting the requirement for the Hiram P. 
Ball Memorial Scholarship by attending at least four meet-
ings please be advised that there are four meetings includ-
ing December before the March 2014 submission deadline. 

Cindy O’Malley, 

PSCT President 2013-2014
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2014 MEETING SCHEDULE
Please mark your calendars for the great meetings ahead:

January 13, 2014	 February 10, 2014
March 10, 2014		 April 14, 2014	
May Outing: (TBA)

ADVERTISMENT REMINDER
We would like to thank all the suppliers who have adver-
tised with us in the past and hope we can count on your 
continued support. If companies want their advertisement 
displayed in the PSCT monthly newsletter, please contact 
Christina Marlier at 215-510-8397 or christina.marlier@EM-
Dmillipore.com

14600 Detroit Avenue Suite 600
Lakewood OH 44107

Andy DePage
Technical Sales Representative

800 • 729 • 8900 x 222
248 • 705 • 2776 cell
216 • 228 • 9916 fax

www.mfcachat.com
agdepage@mfcachat.com

2013 EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS BY ACA: 

www.paint.org/events/virtual-learning-conferences.html

Conference - January 20, 201 1:00 - 2:00 pm
Coatings for Concrete Conference 

Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino - Las Vegas, NV

Carol Traister
Distribution Support Representative

BYK USA Inc.

524 South Cherry Street • Wallingford, CT 06492

812-946-1111	 www.byk.com

PSCT SCHOLARSHIP
The requirements for the PSCT Scholarship Program re-
main the same as the 2012 - 2013 year. The major change 
instated last year in the requirements for the General Hiram 
P. Ball Scholarship is an increase in the cumulative grade 
point average from 2.5 to 2.75. The Pittsburgh Society for 
Coatings Technology is a science and technical society to 
promote the welfare of the coatings Industry. The Society 
will continue to offer an additional grant to one student 
who is enrolled in a technical course of study. This Grant 
will be awarded to one Hiram P. Ball Scholarship recipient 
who meets the extra requirements: has a declared Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics major, en-
tering the Junior or Senior Year, and has a 3.0 minimum 
grade point average in courses directly related to the de-
clared major. (see application for specific requirements). 
The Grant will be $500 in addition to the Hiram P. Ball 
Memorial Scholarship award.

lindaw@wolfcontainer.com

cmc@chem-materials.com

PAINT POT
The winner of the November Paint Pot was Abdullah Ekin 
of Bayer Material Science. Abdullah took home a pot of 
$50. Congratulations Abdullah!
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 Toll Free 800 228-7347
 Fax 216 663-8007

Ed Kaczmarek / Jim Benduhn

Serving American Industry since 1951

Representing the World’s Best
Your one-stop solution supplier for pigments,

functional minerals, specialty additives, resins and more.

16485 Rockside Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44137-4336
www.dar-techinc.com

Documentation Verification Assess-
ment 1995
File T7NC2078

www.dar-techinc.cometysl@mattrid.com

hlipcans@hotmail.com

http://www.weldonlabs.com/

Chad.Hack@altana.com

MARK ZOLLER
Technical Sales Representative

914.703.6353 Main
412.848.1086 Mobile
mzoller@archwaysales.com

 
740 7th Street  
Oakmont, PA 15139 mzoller@archwaysales.com

President
Cynthia L. O’Malley
KTA-Tator, Inc.
115 Technology Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15275
412-788-1300 ext 180
comalley@kta.com

Vice President 
Chrissy Stewart
KTA-Tator, Inc.
115 Technology Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15275
412-788-1300 ext 239
cstewart@kta.com

Secretary
Karen Hollertz 
PPG Industries, Inc.
151 Colfax Street
Springdale PA 15144
724-274-3353
hollertz@ppg.com
 
Treasurer
Christina Marlier
EMD Chemicals
215-510-8397
christina.marlier@EMDmillipore.com

Past President
Gary Balint
Lanxess Corp.
8 Morgan Road
Burgettstown PA 15021
412-809-4735
gary.balint@lanxess.com

Committee Chairs
Membership
Britney Grabigel
PPG Industries, Inc.
151 Colfax Street
Springdale PA 15144
724-274-3548
grabigel@ppg.com

Education and Scholarship
Julie Glover
KTA Tator, Inc.
115 Technology Drive
Pittsburgh PA 15275
412-788-1300 ext 205
jglover@kta.com

Bylaws
Raymond Stewart
Bayer MaterialScience LLC
100 Bayer Road, Bldg. 8
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
412-777-4675
raymond.stewart@bayer.com

Golf / Fund Raising
Sam Puglisi
Atomized Materials
412-221-7020
sepuglisi@atomizedmaterials.net

Director at Large
Peter Chakos
McDanel Advanced 
Ceramic Technologies
510 9th Avenue
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
724-312-9549
PChakos@McDanelCeramics.com

ACA Society Liaison 
Representative
Valerie Sherbondy
KTA Tator, Inc.
115 Technology Drive
Pittsburgh PA 15275
412-788-1300 ext 183
vsherbondy@kta.com

PSCT Officers and board of directors
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PSCT Membership Application and 
Dues Renewal Form for 2013-2014

1. Mailing Address: 		   2. Contact Information:

Name:___________________________________________________

Company:________________________________________________	 Work Phone:______________________________________________

Address :_________________________________________________	 Fax:_____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________	 Toll Free:_________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________________	 Home Phone: _____________________________________________

State/Prov:________________Postal Code: ______________________	 Email:___________________________________________________

3. Membership Dues

q  Primary Full Membership $30	 q  Secondary Full Membership $30	 q  Student/Educator $5	 q  Retired Member $5

*Please indicate primary society membership:____________________________________________________________________________________

5. Payment Information: 	 q  Check payable to PSCT

6. Signature and Date: (Required)

Signature:_ _______________________________________________________________________________Date:____________________________

7. Return Form and Check	 Britney Grabigel / PPG Industries 	 grabigel@ppg.com	
	 151 Colfax Street						    
	 Springdale, PA 15144

OFFICIAL USE ONLY:	

Total Amount Due: $____________Certified by Society Member_ _______________________________________________Date_________________

Steve St. Jean 
sstjean@palmerholland.com 

216-272-2782 - cell

ISO 9001:2008 Certified 

paul@wdserviceco.com

sstjean@palmerholland.com



Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology 
Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship 

PSCT Science, Technology, Engineering 
Mathematics Grant Application

Application Deadline: March 15, 2014

All Applicants must Attach copy of transcript

Applicant (student):_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Permanent Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________Email:___________________________________________________________________

PSCT Member Sponsor:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present School/University (2013-14):________________________________________________________________________________________

College/University (2014-15)_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Class Status:

	 q  Graduating High School Senior	 College: 	 q  Freshman	 q  Sophomore	 q  Junior	 q  Senior

Major Course of Study:____________________________________________________________Cumulative Grade Point Average:___________

Science, Technology, Engineering, or Mathematics Grant Applicant:  q	 Major Study GPA (last 12 months):_ _________

FIRST-TIME Applicants: Please submit 2 character references from teachers, clergy, employers, professionals, etc., who are 
familiar with the student’s goals and aspirations.

____________________________________________________________________________________________Date:________________________
Student Signature

____________________________________________________________________________________________Date:________________________
PSCT Sponsoring Member Signature

Return to: 	 Julie Glover
			   PSCT Education Chairman
			   115 Technology Drive
			   Pittsburgh, PA 15275
			   jglover@kta.com



Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology 
Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship 

Application Deadline: March 15, 2014

All Applicants must Attach copy of transcript

REQUIREMENTS
•	 The PSCT Board of Directors will determine, in January, the total amount of scholarship money to be awarded each year. 

•	 The maximum dollar amount of each scholarship will be $1500. Scholarship money will be awarded equally to students as 
recommended by the Scholarship Committee. The Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics grant will be added 
to the recipient’s scholarship award. (See Grant requirements below)

•	 Scholarship awards are to support undergraduate studies of FULL-TIME students enrolled in an accredited college or univer-
sity seeking an associate or bachelor degree.

•	 Scholarships may be awarded to any applicant a maximum of four times. 

•	 Applicant must be the child of an actively participating PSCT member who is current with dues. The member must also at-
tend at least four (4) PSCT meetings or events a year or serve as a PSCT Committee Chair. . 

•	 Scholarships are limited to one award per applicant per PSCT member per year. 

•	 Applicants must submit a Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship Application which includes a short statement explaining how 
the course of study will allow the student to reach their career goals. 

•	 Applicants must maintain a 2.75 (out of 4.0) grade average. 

•	 The Scholarship Committee will consist of five PSCT Members who do not have a child or relative applying for a scholarship

.•	COURSE OF STUDY: Although all courses of study are open, students are encouraged to pursue scientific, engineering or 
mathematical programs that lead to employment in the Coatings Industry.

•	 New Applicants must also submit 2 Character References who know the student and their goals:

	 • Teachers	 • Clergy	 	 • Employers

	 • Neighbors/Friends	 • Professionals (doctors, business people)

PSCT Science, Technology, Engineering Mathematics Grant Requirements

The Pittsburgh Society for Coatings Technology is a technical society to promote the welfare of the coatings Industry. The So-
ciety will be offering an additional grant to one student who is enrolled in a technical course of study. To be considered for this 
grant, the student must meet the following criteria. If more than one applicant meets the criteria, the award will be made to the 
student with the highest cumulative grade point average as of application deadline. If no applicant meets the requirements, no 
grant will be made.

The decision of the PSCT Scholarship Committee is final in their decision regarding the grant.

Criteria:

•	 Must meet all other Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship requirements.

•	 Applicant must have declared a major in Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics.

•	 Applicant must be entering their Junior or Senior year of college or university.

•	 Applicant must identify course directly associated with declared major curriculum.

•	 Applicant must have a GPA of 3.0 or greater in these related courses over the past 12 months (including summer school).

•	 The grant will be an additional $500 over the Hiram P. Ball Memorial Scholarship award.

Revised 11/2013


