
1

PSCT - October 14, 2013 10/14/2014



The PSCT started in 1927 by a small group of Paint and Varnish makers to share 
techniques and improve solvent based paints and varnishes. 12 or 13 charter 
members attended the first meeting on December 9, 1927.

1950’s the Club as it was known then, was associated with the forerunner of the FSCT 
then called the Federation of Paint and Varnish Clubs. 

Sometime in the 1960’s, the Clubs began to change their names to Societies. Since 
Varnish making was no as important as the manufacture of paints, the Varnish name 
was dropped. Members had to be ‘sponsored’ by others active members. Several 
‘classes’ of membership existed: Active – directly related to research and production 
of paints, Secondary – sales; Retired – self explanatory; Student / Educator; Honorary

1980’s – following the lead of the Federation, the name was again changed for Paint 
to include all types of Coatings, since industrial, radiation cure, etc became more 
important
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Over the years, there have been many dedicated members who have served as 
President of this organization. Some like J. Staud, a charter member, served several 
terms as presidents.

Charter members, J. Staud and I. Messer in Bold, were charter members

The Past Presidents in Red are still active in the Society; Carl Izzo is currently our 
longest active member. He served as president 43 years ago. Cliff Schoff was 
President in 1985 – 28 years ago. 
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Over the years, the organization has met at a variety of hotels, restaurants, facilities. 
Here is a list of a few of them. The group must have been rowdy, as some no longer 
exist.

4

PSCT - October 14, 2013 10/14/2014



In January 1953, the Pittsburgh Paint and Varnish Production Club, met for a dinner 
dance meeting to celebrate its 25th Anniversary. 

Dignitaries from the Federation also attended the gala event. 
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Program from 25th anniversary dinner – dance: 6:30 pm to 1 am.
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As you can see, in 1949 and even into the 1980’s, meetings were more formal. Coat 
and Tie as standard attire. 
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From a basic beginning in 1927, with 12 charter members, the number of members 
grew and waned over time. The growth was related to the growth of the technical 
industry in Pittsburgh. The 1960’s saw an upsurge in membership as companies 
added staff with the introduction of latex paints while still maintaining staff for alkyd / 
solvent based paints. 

Consolidation of the industry during the recession of the 2000’s greatly reduced the 
number of members, however it is growing again in the past few years.
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In 2010, Jim Wasik was honored by the Society with Honorary Member status. The 
first since Hiram Ball sometime in the distant past. 

A search of old minutes by Cliff Schoff, could not determine if there were other 
Honorary members over the years, but there must have been others 

Jim has served as Membership Chair, Newsletter editor, each office, Society 
Representative, Liaison Committee Chair and Vice-Chair and Member of the 
Federation of Societies elected Board of Directors.
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Meeting honoring Jim at Hofbrauhaus
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In 2009, the Federation of Societies for Coatings Technology Honor Cliff Schoff with 
Federation Honorary Membership status for his dedication and technical contribution 
to the coatings industry. Cliff continues to have an article published in the JCT 
monthly (look at the last page of the journal).
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Objectives of the PSCT:

Promote the welfare of the technical coatings community
Exchange of information on new and current technologies, standards (regulations), 
raw materials and equipment

Promote the interchange and research of ideas and applications of the science in the 
coatings field

Promote the improvement of products
elimination of wasteful method of manufacture
minimize pollution of the environment

Promote educational activities of members and general public

12

PSCT - October 14, 2013 10/14/2014



Collect and disseminate information to the industry

Promote the spirit of cooperation in solving problems of the coatings industry

Cooperate with the American Coatings Association (through participation in the 
Society Liaison Committee)

Offer Hiram P Ball Scholarships
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The Scholarship program began during Cliff Schoff presidency as grant to universities 

In the 1988, scholarships awarded to children of members pursuing a science and 
technology degree applicable to the coatings industry: chemistry, physics, 
mathematics, engineering

1997 – Scholarship program honored Hiram Ball

As awardees dwindled, in 2005 – Scholarship program opened to all disciplines

2012 – to bring back an emphasis to Science and Technology, the Science and 
Technology Grant added to one student entering the senior year of college pursing a 
degree in Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics. 
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2013 Scholarship awardees at May 2013 meeting
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The PSCT has offered education program throughout the years in forms of seminars 
and conferences.

Here are a few

16

PSCT - October 14, 2013 10/14/2014



The PSCT has established a code of ethics that each member should follow:

Honor, Justice and Courtesy constitute the cornerstones of Professional ethics

Recognize the responsibilities to the public: integrity, fidelity and courtesy
Provide useful and serviceable products
Disseminate only true, fair an unexaggerated statement of facts
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Recognize the responsibilities to employers:
fair and just opinions
improve quality of products
discourage manufacture of unprofitable items
NOT seek or accept new employment based primarily on specialized 

proprietary knowledge of their present employer

Support the work of the local society, exchange on NON-competitive information
Seek information  to increase the basic knowledge of the paint industry 
Improve it products, equipment and manufacturing methods
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The Society is not all work, Fun and Game / Networking have always been part of the 
society:

Social Gatherings (happy hour) before meetings
Dinner Dances: Christmas Parties before we became politically correct
Spouses Nights / May Outings: Brewery, Winery, Baseball Games, Wine tastings
Picnics / Baseball games
Golf Outings

Here are just a few pictures. 

Questions??

Slide show during dinner
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Note from shirtless to shirts and ties.
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Baseball was a big part of life in the 1940’s
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Past Presidents – Mike and Peggy Haraczy - center
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Team Neville – Former PSCT Director - Gary Sheeser - right
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Team A C Zoller – Past President Mark Zoller – PPG Staff – Tim Hurley, Coleman 
Gordish, Terry Scheftic
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Marty Margovich (DSM) Jeff Meade (PPG), Past President Mike Haraczy

Soaked to the bone, it rained all day!
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Team Elementis: Three Beards and a Golfer – You figure that one out.
Past President – Jim Wasik, Tom Crytzer (PPG), Nick Tamerlano (Elementis), John 
D’Amico (PPG)
Big Raffle Winners too, Jim – DVD Player, Tom – Odyssey Putter, Nick – Flat Screen TV, 
John – golf glove!

28

PSCT - October 14, 2013 10/14/2014



Team Ran-Bar. Rob McCort and the Russell Randal’ – Junior and Senior
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Team Archway – Past President Mark Zoller (Archway), Tim Hurley (PPG), Jeff Meade 
(PPG), Steve Solman (Archway)
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